Landscape maintenance schedule by Hillock, David et al.
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources • Oklahoma State University
HLA-6408
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Fact Sheets 
are also available on our website at: 
http://osufacts.okstate.edu
David Hillock Dennis Martin  
Extension Consumer Horticulturist  Turf Extension Specialist
Tom Royer Mike Schnelle
Extension Entomologist Extension Ornamental 
 Floriculture Specialist
Jen Olson Eric Rebek
Plant Disease Diagnostician Extension Entomologist
 The following maintenance schedule is a checklist with 
the emphasis on prevention rather than remediation.
January
•	 If	precipitation	has	been	deficient	(1”	of	snow	=	~1/10”	
of water), water lawns, trees, and shrubs, especially 
broadleaf and narrowleaf evergreens. Double check 
moisture in protected or raised planters and beds under 
eaves. 
•	 Check	on	supplies	of	pesticides.	Secure	a	copy	of	current	
recommendations and post them in a convenient place. 
Dilution and quantity tables are also useful. Commercial 
applicators and other green professionals need to have 
MSDS accessible by employees.
•	 If	you	did	not	treat	young	pines	for	tip	borers	in	November,	
do so before March.
•	 Check	that	gardening	tools	and	equipment	are	in	good	





with dormant oil sprays applied when the temperature is 
above	40oF	in	late	fall	and	winter.	Do	not	use	“dormant”	
oils	on	evergreens.	(EPP-7306)
•	 A	 product	 containing	 glyphosate	 plus	 a	 postemergent	





contact your county Extension Educator.
•	 Fertilize	ornamental,	fruit,	and	nut	trees	and	shrubs,	an-
nually.	(HLA-6412)
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EPP-7634	 -	 Anthracnose	 &	 Other	 Common	 Leaf	 





and hedges. Spring blooming shrubs such as forsythia 
may	be	pruned	immediately	after	flowering.	(HLA-6409)
•	 Most	bare-root	 trees	and	shrubs	should	be	planted	 in	
February	or	early-March.	(HLA-6414)
•	 Apply	first	pre-emergent	summer	annual	herbicide	to	turf	
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bicide can be used on dormant bermuda in January or 












fabric barrier can reduce the amount of mulch but care 
should be taken to ensure proper water penetration to 
plants’ roots. 
•	 Remove	 excessive	 thatch	 from	 warm	 season	 lawns.	











lawns at this time with post-emergent broadleaf herbicides. 
(HLA-6421)
•	 Begin	 mowing	 cool	 season	 grasses	 at	 1	 1/2	 to	 3	 1/2	
inches	high.	(HLA-6420)











disease spray program as the foliage appears. Check 
with garden center personnel for roses that don’t require 
chemical	applications.	(HLA-6403	&	EPP-7607)
•	 Divide	and	replant	summer	and	fall	blooming	perennials.	
Mow or cut back old liriope and other ornamental grass 
foliage.
April
•	 Control	 cedar-apple	 rust.	 When	 the	 orange	 jelly	 galls	
are	visible	on	juniper	(cedar),	begin	treating	apple	and	











•	 Let	 spring	 flowering	 bulb	 (daffodil,	 tulip,	 etc.)	 foliage	













visible in bermudagrass. Perform practices that promote 
grass recovery. Do not spray fungicides at this time for 
SDS	control.	(EPP-7665)
•	 Be	alert	for	both	insect	pests	and	predators.	Some	pests	
can be hand picked without using a pesticide. Do not spray 
if predators such as lady beetles are present. Spray only 
when there are too few predators to be effective. 
•	 Remove	any	winter-damaged	branches	or	 plants	 that	
have	not	begun	to	grow	by	late-April.	(HLA-6404)
•	 Clean	out	water	garden	and	prepare	for	season.	Divide	
and repot water garden plants.





	 *	 Elm	leaf	beetles	and	larvae	on	elms	and	zelkova.	(Late- 
 May)











best performed in mid-May through the end of June. Soil 
temperatures are warm enough for germination and an 










•	 The	 second	 application	 of	 pre-emergent	 annual	 grass	
















over white paper and watch for tiny specks that crawl. 
Watch	for	1st	generation	fall	webworm.	(EPP-7306)
•	 Pine	 needle	 disease	 treatments	 are	 needed	 again	 in	
mid-June.	(EPP-7618)
•	 Cultivate	and	mulch.	Mulching	will	reduce	about	70	percent	













inch of water each time.
•	 Softwood	cuttings	from	new	growth	of	many	shrubs	will	



















•	 The	hotter	and	drier	 it	gets,	 the	 larger	 the	spider	mite	
populations become! Spraying plant foliage will provide 

















spraying bermudagrass with glyphosate products in 
early-August.	(HLA-6419	&	HLA-6421)
•	 White	grub	damage	can	become	visible	this	month.	Apply	














appropriate soil insecticide if white grubs are a problem. 
Water	product	into	soil.	(EPP-7306)
•	 Continue	bermudagrass	spray	program	with	glyphosate	

















warm or cool-season lawns with a post-emergent 
broadleaf	weed	killer.	(HLA-6421)














before winter storage. Drain and store water hoses and 
wrap hydrants. Clean up all tools. Coat metal surfaces 
with	a	thin	film	of	oil	to	prevent	rust.	
•	 Remove	diseased	plant	material	from	the	landscape	to	





















good sunlight. Planting depth is two times bulb diameter. 
•	 Plant	pansies,	kale,	and	cabbage.	

















well established warm or cool-season lawns with a post-






falling in the water.
•	 Remove	diseased	plant	material	from	the	landscape	to	




•	 In	 the	 first	 week,	 fertilize	 cool	 season	 grasses	 again.	
(HLA-6420)
